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Senator Baskin’s “Desha’s Law” Bill Signed Today by Gov. Hochul 

Freshman Senator Garnered Unanimous Support in the State Legislature 

PITTSFORD NY – Against the backdrop of the BuƯalo Bills training camp practice field, 
Governor Kathy Hochul today signed Desha’s Law (S.5539A/A.785A), a bill requiring every 
public school in New York State to have a cardiac emergency response plan in place. The 
Governor was joined by the bill’s sponsor, Senator April N.M. Baskin; the bill was named in 
honor of her 12 year old cousin, Desha Sanders, who died after suƯering cardiac arrest 
several years ago as she played basketball with her teammates in an elementary school 
gym. 

Desha’s school had an AED on site, but the staƯ was unable to locate the keys for the unit. 
Precious minutes ticked by. Emergency medical personnel rushed her to Kenmore Mercy 
Hospital, where she died.  

Baskin and Hochul were joined by several members of Desha’s family, other state 
legislators, American Heart Association representatives, and NFL and BuƯalo Bills 
administrators and leaders. The team and league have advocated for cardiac health and 
the implementation of  plans placed in schools after Bills safety Damar Hamlin suƯered  
cardiac arrest in January 2023 while playing the Bengals in Cincinnati. 

State Senator April N.M. Baskin said, “With the implementation of Desha's Law, a 
Cardiac Emergency Response Plan (CERP), a detailed outline on what steps to take in a 
cardiac emergency, will be in place at every public school across the state. May Desha's 
memory save the lives of future student athletes and continue to live in all of our hearts 
forever.” 



“Today is an important day in New York as we take a major step to protect our kids and 
school communities in the moments that matter most,” Governor Hochul said. “No family 
should have to experience the heartbreak of losing a child when a life could have been 
saved. 

Anika Florence-Hall, Desha’s mother, said, “Our grief is deep, but knowing Desha 
inspired this legislation means so much. My family and I are grateful for the passage of this 
law. Desha will help so many others who I hope will never face the same kind of tragedy.” 

Representative Michaelle Solages sponsored the life-saving legislation in the Assembly. 
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