NEW YORK

STATE
SENATE

March 11, 2026

Mehmet Oz, MD, MBA

Administrator, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20201

Re: Invitation to Meet in Albany to Discuss Preventing Waste, Fraud and Abuse within
New York’s Medicaid Program

Dear Administrator Oz:

We write to invite you to Albany to meet with the Senate Republican Conference to discuss New
York’s out of control Medicaid program and explore ways the state can partner with the federal
government to rid the program of waste, fraud and abuse to ensure only eligible New Yorkers
receive benefits and services.

We are encouraged to see the federal government taking the lead in ensuring New York controls
the costs of its Medicaid program and identifies and prevents fraud.

The Senate Republican Conference has been raising the alarm about the skyrocketing cost of New
York’s Medicaid program, which now stands at a staggering $124 billion. As you outlined in your
letter to Governor Hochul, New York’s average Medicaid spending per resident is nearly 80
percent higher than the national average.

New York’s Medicaid spending has always been high but has risen at concerning rates since
Governor Hochul took office in 2021. In the four budgets overseen by Governor Hochul, the
State’s share of Medicaid costs skyrocketed 60% at a time when Medicaid enrollment is
decreasing.!

" Hammond, Bill. Hochul Continues to Bribe Big Health with Reckless Medicaid Spending. The Empire
Center. 20 February 2026.



There have been countless examples of waste, fraud and abuse within the program, including:
e $2.6 billion in Medicaid payments to people who may not live in New York?;
Up to 3 million individuals on New York’s Medicaid rolls that are ineligible for benefits>;
$196 million in improper Medicaid transportation payments?;
$120 million in illegal Medicaid kickback and bribes from fraudsters in Queens®;
$68 million in adult daycare Medicaid fraud in Brooklyn®;
$7 million in unnecessary tests covered by Medicaid by a California clinic targeting New
York’; and
e $3.5 million in fraudulent Medicaid claims by a couple in Orange County®.

We believe the best way to strengthen the State’s Medicaid program, and ensure resources are
available to those that truly need them, is to root out waste, fraud and abuse.

We welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss these issues further and explore ways the
state and federal government can work together to restore accountability to New York’s Medicaid
program.

We look forward to your response and hope to work with you in the future.

Sincerely,
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